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MAGMA OPENS A SUMMER BASKET OF POETRY

Magma, the leading independent poetry magazine, has launched its summer issue, featuring outstanding writers such as Jackie Kay, Imtiaz Dharker and Children’s Laureate Michael Rosen.

With a typically refreshing Magma twist, Magma 44‘s theme of the vertical dimension will take readers above and below our usual frame of reference: whether looking down from a cable car or up to the Moon; pointing high in simple tenderness or digging or diving into the earth; lingering by the water in Venice, or sailing the China seas. The poems in Magma 44 reflect emotional and intellectual exploration, including new poems from Lawrence Sail, Sheenagh Pugh, Alison Brackenbury and Helen Ivory.

Among the prose features in this edition of Magma, poet and novelist Jackie Kay discusses the imaginative effects of her origins, and of her encounters with the Frostian fork in the road.   As part of Magma’s regular Presiding Spirits feature, where a well known author writes a new poem for the magazine inspired by a favourite from the past and discusses their chosen influence, Imtiaz Dharker takes us from the Sangam poets of Tamil Nadu to the present-day streets of Bombay.  Children’s Laureate Michael Rosen is interviewed/writes? about the impact of his upbringing and surroundings on his work and his decision to work.  Cyril Nri, star of The Bill, selects W.B. Yeats in the Guest Choice feature.

Like all the best poetry, Magma is always surprising.  Every issue of Magma has a different editor, either a member of our board or a prominent poet acting as a guest editor.  It’s that fresh eye in each issue that gives Magma its unique variety.  The latest edition is edited by Tim Kindberg with Rosie Shepperd.

Magma publishes three issues a year, in Spring, Summer and Winter and is priced £5.95.  Visit  www.magmapoetry.com to find more news, discussion, information on how to contribute and how to buy, a blog, as well as information on road-shows and launch events.

Journalists wishing to know more should contact Andrew Neilson on 07918 681 094 or at andneilson@googlemail.com 
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