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MAGMA, THE LEADING INDEPENDENT POETRY MAGAZINE, BECOMES BETTER, BIGGER AND BRIGHTER
Magma, the leading independent poetry magazine, is expanding in size and making room for more poems, articles and reviews.
Magma 42, the latest edition of Magma and launched on 17 November, features new poems by Gillian Clarke, the National Poet of Wales, Matthew Sweeney and Vicki Feaver.  For the first time, the winter 2008/09 issue also prints poems by each of the Eric Gregory Award winners (awarded by the Society of Authors to unpublished poets under 30).
Like all the best poetry, Magma is always surprising.  Every issue of Magma has a different editor, either a member of our board or a prominent poet acting as a guest editor.  It’s that fresh eye in each issue that gives Magma its unique variety.
In Magma 42, the widely respected Jonathan Cape author Matthew Sweeney has contributed a new poem as part of Magma’s regular Presiding Spirits feature, where a well known poet writes a new poem for Magma inspired by a favourite from the past and discusses their chosen influence.  Matthew has written a poem inspired by the early 20th century Austrian poet, Georg Trakl, of whom he writes “I would not be the writer I am if I had not encountered Trakl long ago”.
Renowned poet, editor and cultural commentator Blake Morrison selects this edition’s Guest Choice, Philip Larkin’s ‘Poetry of Departures’, of which he writes “The narrator comes on like a miserable, self-hating old sod, but you know it’s an act and that you would have a laugh if you spent time with him – far more laughs, in fact, than you’d have with the Kerouacs and Dylan Thomases whose rebellious spirit he pretends to envy.”   Previous guests to choose and discuss a favourite poem include Jo Brand, Alastair Campbell and Sir Trevor Brooking.
A recognised strength of Magma is its commitment to good quality prose about poetry.  The latest edition of Magma is no different, with critical essays on ‘the new imagination’, the prose poem and a report on the teenage poetry slam scene in London.
As well as established poets, Magma has a reputation for nurturing emerging new writers.  Poets submitting to Magma 42 were asked to seek new ways of engaging with feeling, that respond to Kafka’s comment that “Words are ice-axes for the frozen sea within”.  The response has been enormous with more poems submitted than ever before.
As Magma the magazine becomes better, bigger and brighter, so is our online presence - www.magmapoetry.com includes news, discussion, information on how to contribute and how to buy, a blog, as well as information on road-shows and launch events.
Magma publishes three issues a year, in Spring, Summer and Winter and is priced £5.95.
Magma 42 Launch
The latest edition of Magma will be launched at the famous The Troubadour café near Earls Court in London.  The launch takes place at 8pm on Monday, 17 November at The Troubadour, 263-7 Old Brompton Road, London SW5 9JA.
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